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Your Questions, Answered.  
 
 
Dear UENL Community Members,  
 
First, on behalf of the United Expats of the Netherlands Stichting, I want to thank every single individual that has 
contributed to our efforts. You have shared your stories, you have sent us ideas, you have helped our video go viral, 
you have joined us at Parliament, and just recently, many of you have contributed to our GoFundMe campaign so 
that we can continue the fight. We appreciate everything you have done to help us fight.  
 
We understand that many of you are disappointed and frustrated with the Government’s budget proposal that was 
announced on 18 September. We share this feeling. As volunteers on this Council, we are giving our time and energy 
because we truly believe that omitting a transition period is – quite simply - unfair. We believe this issue is worth the 
fight. We have spent the past few months practicing diplomacy, and while doing so, have done our utmost to ensure 
that our efforts were fully transparent with all of you. We have relied on trusted advisors to help guide our decisions, 
and we have relied on the talents and expertise that are abundant among the NL expat community. But still, the 
budget proposal did not include a transition period.  
 
Now what?  
 
As we announced in early September, we are not done yet. We have spent most of the summer months planning for 
the so-called “Plan B”, and thanks to the incredible support of the NL expat community, we are putting Plan B into 
place. Specifically, we are currently signing final contracts with our legal team so that we can formally commission a 
legal opinion to identify whether this proposed legislation is legal. We have reason to believe it is not. We anticipate 
that this legal opinion will be completed around 15 October, and plan to use this legal opinion during the upcoming 
Parliamentary debates.  
 
Of course, with so much ‘on the line’ for members of our community, we understand that individuals have questions 
about our strategy and next steps. These questions are important, reasoned, and fair. As a Council, we continue to 
believe in transparency and want to ensure that your questions are consistently answered. To that end, starting 
today, we will be launching an FAQ section on our website that we will consistently update. In this way, we 
can best manage the influx of emails, messages, and social media posts that we receive while ensuring that our 
community has a clear sense of strategy and procedures in the weeks ahead. To start, in this letter, we are 
addressing the top 8 questions that we have received since the budget announcement on 18 September. We 
hope that our responses may remove any confusion or concerns, and of course, welcome your feedback. 
 
Finally, let me just say that we do not take your trust for granted. Each member of the council is personally affected 
by this lack of transition period, but we are motivated by more than our personal situation – we are motivated by the 
trust so many of you have placed in us. We will do our utmost to maintain your trust.  
 
On behalf of the UENL Council, 

 
Jessica Taylor Piotrowski 
UENL Stichting 
jessica@unitedexpats.nl 

mailto:j.piotrowski@uva.nl
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. Who Are We?  

 
UENL began as a grassroots organization in April 2018 and formed an official legally-represented Stichting in August 
2018. UENL is managed by four members – all of whom are living and working in the Netherlands, UENL was formed 
in response to a proposal of the Dutch Ministry of Finance to reduce the term length of 30% tax ruling. Since its 
inception, UENL has been encouraging the government to stand by the deal they made with current recipients of the 
30% tax ruling so that any changes apply to future expats, not to those already here. With more than 40,000 
signatures on our Change.org petition and global and local media coverage, UENL continues to raise awareness of 
the consequences of this proposal. As of 18 September, UENL will be leading the effort to assess the legality of the 
government’s decision to exclude a transitional period from the 2019 budget proposal. More information about this 
effort is available on our GoFundMe Page (https://www.gofundme.com/30rule). In all of our efforts, UENL consistently 
works to highlight how this proposal will dramatically affect the lives of expats and their families and is calling upon 
the government to stand by their word. Afspraak is Afspraak. 
 
 
2. What does it mean to be a stichting?  
 
A Stichting (foundation) is a business entity most commonly used for social or non-profit organisations. A stichting 
requires a deed of incorporation which is drafted by a notary and must be registered in the Register of Commerce or 
"Kamer van Koophandel" (UENL KVK # 72294639). As a Stichting, UENL must be accountable for all of its work. 
This includes ensuring financial transparency as well as ensuring that all supported activities are legal. Commercial 
activities and financial transactions are only allowed if they comply with the purpose of the foundation and are 
generally taxed unless the Dutch Tax Service declares the foundation to be an “Algemeen Nut Beogende Instelling”, 
(ANBI, "institution for general benefit”). UENL is not presently an ANBI (although we plan to consult with the 
Belastingdienst to assess eligibility).This means that, at the moment, UENL is subject to tax and donations to UENL 
are not tax deductible. Board members are volunteer and their only remuneration is restricted to reasonable “out of 
pocket” expenses (e.g., train tickets). Board members of a Stichting can be held liable, civilly as well as criminally. 
Given this, UENL exercises caution when determining whether to support external events as the responsibility of 
such events may be linked to UENL.  
 
 
3. Who has supported UENL in their strategy development? 
 
UENL council members are by no means experts on the Dutch political and economic climate. As such, it was 
important that we found people that are experts in both the political and economic climate of the Netherlands as well 
as the broader EU context. UENL has received advice from professors of law and economics, law firms, individuals 
with Parliamentary experience, unions, lobbyists, and members of the UENL community. Together, all of this 
information was used to develop and evaluate the UENL strategy.  
 
 
4. On your GoFundMe page, UENL states that the next step in its strategy is a legal opinion. Why? 
 
Presently, there is only a proposal up for consideration. The decision is not yet law. This means we have the 
opportunity for amendment. But, Parliament needs a reason to make this amendment. Here is where the legal 
opinion comes in. During October/November, Parliament will extensively debate the tax plan. We have reason to 

https://www.gofundme.com/30rule
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believe that the proposal for the 30Rule, without transitional measures, may be illegal. In fact, the Raad van State 
(independent legal advisors for the government) also questions the legality claim of the minister. With support of the 
legal opinion, UENL aims to (potentially) show that the lack of transitional measures is illegal. In doing so, we hope to 
convince Parliament to amend the current proposal.  
 
We understand that some members of the community would like to see other forms of legal action started 
immediately. This is not possible at this time. Other legal action is only possible when the proposal becomes law in 
January. Rather than wait, we are working now to encourage Parliament to amend the tax plan.  
 
 
5. The UENL GoFundMe campaign raised more money than was originally needed. How will UENL 

use these additional funds? 
 
First, thank you to *every single person* that contributed and/or shared the UENL GoFundMe campaign. It’s because 
of this effort that we even have the opportunity to answer this fair question. As we have noted on the GoFundMe 
Page, we need approximately 21000 EUR for the legal opinion. We also expect some other costs associated with the 
legal opinion (e.g., translation services; GoFundMe fees) but these exact costs are still being finalized. 
 
After that, the remaining money will be used to cover UENL operational and legal costs (e.g. including but not limited 
to legal action, consultation with subject matter experts, marketing campaigns, etc.) Following this, any remaining 
funds will be allocated to efforts that align with UENL’s mission to support and fight for expats living here in the 
Netherlands. 
 
 
6. What is the anticipated timeline as of September 2018? 

 
Since UENL’s original start in April 2018, we have been working to ensure our voices are heard by the Ministry, 
politicians, the media, unions, companies, and more. And this has worked. We had the opportunity to deliver our 
petition in person to Parliament, have received significant media attention, and have watched as unions and 
companies have made public statements in favour of a transition period. That said, our efforts at diplomacy have not 
lead to transitional regulation yet.  
 
Looking ahead, our first next step is the legal opinion which we will provide to the Dutch State for their debates. Our 
aim is to encourage Parliament to amend the proposal by including a transition period. The schedule of debates, as 
we know it, is posted below:  
 
·      Oct 29:   Finance Committee Oral Debate (Questions) 
·      Nov 05:   Finance Committee Oral Debate (Answers) 
·      Nov 12:   Tweede Kamer Plenary Debate Tax Plan 
·      Nov 19:   Eerste Kamer Technical Briefing Tax Plan 
·      Nov 20:   Eerste Kamer General Finance Debate 
·      Dec 04:   Eerste Kamer Written Consultation  
·      Dec 11:   Eerste Kamer Plenary Debate Tax Plan 
 
If our efforts are unsuccessful, UENL will look at all options and determine whether legal action in court is a 
reasonable next step. The legal opinion will help us identify how viable a lawsuit will be. 
 

https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2018/09/18/nader-rapport-belastingplan-2019


 
 

Page 4 of 4 

7. I own various form of assets (e.g. real estate, stock options, savings, both in The Netherlands 
and abroad). What will happen if 30% ruling will abruptly end? 

 
As much as UENL would like to support the community in this regard, tax advisory services fall beyond the Stichting 
purpose and objective. Tax rules depends on your specific case, country of origin, tax treaties between countries, 
and more. From a logical standpoint, we would expect that, should the 30% ruling abruptly end, the affected 
individual will be subject to regular Dutch taxation with associated obligations as non-30% ruling beneficiaries. 
UENL’s recommendation is to consult a tax advisor for your specific situation. 
 
 
8. I have heard about other activities that are not affiliated with UENL. Should I join the fight with 

these efforts as well? 
 
At UENL Stichting, we are doing our utmost to fight for those individuals that want us to fight for them. However, we 
recognize that our strategy is not the only possible strategy. We assure you that we have done our very best to 
develop a strategy that is sensitive to the Dutch political and economic climate, and have relied on the expertise of 
many in constructing this strategy. We believe in transparency, accountability, and responsiveness – and will 
continue to practice this in the coming months.  
 
That said, you may wish to join the fight in other ways. We respect your choices. We would encourage you to 
exercise due diligence as you select alternative opportunities to fight. Read the details, ask questions, verify the 
legitimacy of the individuals or groups. If at any time you question whether an event or campaign is supported by 
UENL, always ask. To make this clearer for you, UENL will never promote non-UENL activities. Please know that our 
content is copyrighted, our Stichting legally registered, and our official communication is always posted on our 
recently announced Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/unitedexpatsNL/ ).  

https://www.facebook.com/unitedexpatsNL/

